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■ COMMUNITY: ‘It’s something that is absolutely essential,'Jim Bradley says 

Port Cares unveils new Reach Out Centre 



ALLAN BENNER Staff Photo 


From left are Welland MP Malcolm Allen, Ontario Environment Minister Jim Bradley; Claudia 
Brema, vice-chairwoman of Port Cares board of directors; and executive director Lynda 
Reinhart at a ribbon-cutting ceremony to officially open Port Cares' new Reach Out Centre on 
Nickel St. 


ALLAN BENNER 

InPort News Staff 

PORT COLBORNE - It 
began as a small commu¬ 
nity hall in desperate need of 

Thursday, Port Cares wel¬ 
comed the community to see 
the changes that have been 
made to the old Knights of 
Columbus building on Nickel 
St It has been transformed into 
a 503-square-metre Reach Out 
Centre, allowing the organiza- 

peopleinneed. 

Port Cares held a ribbon¬ 
cutting ceremony and straw¬ 
berry social fundraising event, 
complete with tours of the 
facility renovated by Stolk 
Construction to include a 
commercial kitchen, a com¬ 
munity food bank, food storage 
facilities and additional office 

"The changes and additions 
to the building will allow for 
increased support services, 
volunteer opportunities, as 


well as skills development and 
training,” said Claudia Brema, 
vice-chairwoman of the Port 
Cares board of directors. 

“Those who require food 
security services will have a 
comprehensive place to turn 
for assistance.” 

Brema said the project cre¬ 
ated jobs and a “large infusion 
of dollars into the community.” 

The more than $l-mil- 
lion project was developed 
with funding from upper-tier 
government’s Infrastructure 
Stimulus Fund, including 
investments of about $335,000 
each from the provincial and 
federal governments, and from 
the community through Port 
Cares' fundraising efforts. 

Brema said there’s about 
$20,000 left to fundraise. 

Ontario’s environment 
minister, Jim Bradley, recalled 
being in Port Colbome when 
provincial and federal govern¬ 
ment funding was announced 
for the expansion. 

“You tty to envisage in your 
mind what it’s going to look like 


when it’s finished,” he said. “It’s 
really rewarding to come back 
and see what has been done to 
transform this building.” 

The St. Catharines MPP 


said the stimulus fund has 
been used to support more 
than 4,100 projects across the 
country, including more than 
2,000 in Ontario. But Bradley 


said he can’t think of a project 
that is more important than the 
Reach Out Centre. 

“There maybe ones that are 
showier, that you can see an 


immaculate building that goes 
up or a new road is built, but 
... the kind of services that are 
provided here are essential ser¬ 
vices,” he said. 

“It’s not a frill, it’s something 
that is absolutely essential,” 
Bradley said. “Make no mistake 
about it, what’s most important 
are the people working with 
people, the staff and volunteers 
who are here.” 

Welland MP Malcolm 
Men said Port Cares is a clear 
example of how communities 
should be providing services to 
people in need. 

“It really needs to be a 
case study for the province of 
Ontario on how to have one- 
stop shopping for services for a 
community, period. There are 
lots of places that are trying it 
Lots of places that are trying 
to make it happen, but here in 
Port Colbome we’ve actually 
accomplished it because of 
the culture and hard work and 
dedication of all of the staff” 

aUan.benner@sunmedia.ca 
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■ CHALLENGES: Derek Rivers to compete on next month’s Ironman Lake Placid 


Doctor going the 
distance for Port 
Colborne hospital 


VICTORIA GRAY 

InPort News Staff 


PORT COLBORNE - A 
man of steel will endure 17 
hours of soul-testing feats for 
Port Colborne hospital. 

Dr. Derek Rivers, a family 
physician in the lakeside 
city, plans to compete in 
the Ironman Lake Placid to 
support the Port Colborne 
Hospital Foundation. 

The July 22 triathlon is a full 
226 km. Rivers will run, swim 
and cycle his way through 
Lake Placid, N.Y. 


It's a personal 
challenge. It’s 
great fitness and I do 
like all three sports.” 


Dr. Derek Rivers 


Racers must finish within 
17 hours, but Rivers has set 
his person goal at 14 hours. 

The race comprises a 
3.8-km swim, 180 km of 
cycling and a 42.2-km run. 

Rivers started training in 
2010 and ran a half-marathon 
in October of that year, but 
during the race he sustained 
a stress fracture in his leg. 

“That was a lesson learned. 
You can’t go from running 
3 km to 21 km in a day," he 
said. “It was a huge setback." 

He started swimming and 
cycling that year as well, and 
neither were easy to do. He 
said the first time he tried to 


swim laps at Centennial Pool 
he barely finished two. 

“I thought, ‘I have to do 170 
of these?’ but I got some help 
and it turned out well.” 

He said he couldn’t have 
come as far as he has with¬ 
out his trainers and training 
partners. 

Rivers runs 40 to 50 km a 
week, rides about 200 km a 
week, swims 6 km and does 
weight training. 

"And I work somewhere 
in there,” he said. “I’m lucky 
that I can make my own 
schedule.” 

Rivers and his family took 
a vacation in the Dominican 
Republic a few years ago and 
they befriended an Ironman 
participant, an elite athlete 
who inspired Rivers to chal¬ 
lenge himself to complete the 

"It’s a personal challenge. 
It’s great fitness and I do 
like all three sports,” Rivers 
said. “I also like to eat and 
this allows me unlimited 
calories.” 

He said he also wants to 
set a good example for his 
children. 

Pledges to support Rivers’ 
race and the Port Colborne 
Hospital Foundation can be 
placed online at www.port- 
colbornehospitalfoundation. 
com. People can also pick up 
a pledge form at any doctors 
office in Port Colborne or 
contact Debbie Spraggett, the 
foundation’s administrator, at 
905-834-4501. 



VICTORIA GRAY Staff Photo 

Derek Rivers Is running a full Ironman - 226 kilometres - In July to support the Port Colborne Hospital Foundation. 




www.paulsgardencentre. 


• 4 Shaw St (Corner of Prince Charles) • 905.732.5123 


And Gift Store 
Premium products, 
great service, 
fair prices...always! 


Wl SELL, DELIVER AND PLANT 

big beautiful unique trees 

AT AFFORDABLE PRICES! 


Roses, Perennials 
and Ornamental 


10 % 

OFF 


PLUS many more in store specials! 

* While supplies last 
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Capital celebration draws Niagara singer to perform 


I’ve just always found that these doors open... 
God works it out. I’ve never kicked any door 
down, they all just opened. The ones I have kicked 
down have just hit me in the butt.” 


JOHN LAW 

QMI AGENCY NIAGARA 

PORT COLBORNE - 
Niagara singer Beth Moore 
figured it was just another 
festival she'd be playing. 
Until she told a friend just 
what it was: Ottawa on 
Canada Day. 

She quickly realized it 
wasn’t just another festival. 

“He’s like, ‘Hold on a 
second ... do you under¬ 
stand how huge that is? 
Beth, that’s how a lot of peo¬ 
ple’s careers have started."’ 

A quick scan at the rest of 
the lineup confirmed this 
was no ordinary show for the 


Port Colborne-born singer/ 
songwriter. Musicians play¬ 
ing the nation’s capital July 
1 draw thousands simply 
because of the all-day fes¬ 
tivities going on in and 
around Parliament Hill, 
including Major’s Hill Park 
where Moore will perform 

Moore didn’t have to 
lobby for the gig — organiz¬ 
ers found her. 

“I don’t have a huge fol¬ 
lowing there,” she says. 
“They said they Googled, 
'Niagara musicians,’ and I 
came up. 

"It didn’t register, really. 
It was just another festival 


Beth Moore 

in my head. I was just like, 
‘Cool, I'm so glad I didn’t 
have to pay and apply.’” 

Shortly after her set, 
crowds will likely flock 
across the Rideau Canal 
to see the main concert 
at Parliament Hill, featur¬ 
ing Simple Plan, Feist, 
Roch Voisine, Marie-Mai, 
Neverest, Jully Black, 
Misstress Barbara and 


Donny Parentreau. 

At Major’s Hill Park, 
Moore will be joined by 
up-and-coming artists like 
Deon Blyan, Bonnie Ste- 
Croix, Diable aux Corsets, 
Good Lovelies, Hey Ocean, 
Jeffrey Piton, Simon Walls 
and Ash Koley. 

For Moore, it will likely 
be her biggest audience yet 
in a career that started six 


years ago. Through word of 
mouth and constant per¬ 
forming, she has emerged 
as one of the region’s most 
highly-touted singers, win¬ 
ning Artist of the Year at 
last year’s Niagara Music 
Awards. 

Being noticed outside of 
Niagara is nice, she says, 
but she won’t celebrate it 
too long. 

"I’m so busy pushing onto 
the next thing in my career 
that I don’t really notice 
who's taken notice of what 
I've done,’ she says. "I notice 

the shows, but I'm always 
pushing forward. 


“I’ve just always found 
that these doors open ... 
God works it out. I’ve never 
kicked any door down, they 
all just opened. The ones I 
have kicked down have just 
hit me in the butt." 

After Ottawa, it's back 
to work on a new album 
(expected next summer) 
and her own personal 500 
by 15 Mission: 500 concerts 
by 2015. 

“Anyone can do it,” she 
says. “Please, if you think 
you’re going to play 500 
shows in three years, then 
by all means take the name. 
It’s like 14 shows a month 
— good luck." 
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■ourview 


Canada Day 
in the shade 


W ith all the hype about the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee and the War of 1812 bicentennial, 
Canada's 145th birthday is almost overshadowed. 

It's a touch ironic. 

The anniversary celebrations are indirectly related to 
the creation of Canada. 

It's a stretch to say the War of 1812 led directly to 
Dominion Day in 1867. 

A lot of twists in the road came between the two 


■ I’VE BEEN THINKING 

Titanic: Hope for the hopeless 


PASTOR GARY TOMIUCK 

Wainfleet Congregational 
Christian Church 

It is 1912, and you are aboard the 
world’s finest ship. Many said that 
even God could not sink it. Hours 
later you are jolted forward, you hear 
and feel the mysterious banging — 
the crunching sound of metal scrap¬ 
ing ice — the breaking of boards. 

Freezing water gushes in, panic is 
everywhere as people rush and shove 
each other. 

Many grasp frantically for the life¬ 
boats whose tally is insufficient. 

You are sinking fast — the power 
is out and the lights have died. The 
ship is breaking into pieces and you 
are helpless. 

Hundreds of innocent people — 
men, women and children either 
jump or are thrown into the icy 
waters. One by one they slowly 
suffer and die from hypothermia and 
over exposure. Husbands and wives 
embracing each other trying to com¬ 
fort each other, whispering words of 
encouragement “I love you — it will 
be alright”. 

Trying helplessly to squeeze life 
into each other. Mothers cradling 
children, rubbing their heads, telling 
them help is on the way — trying to 
prolong their short time together, yet 
at the same time not wanting them to 
suffer too long. 

Many will die, die together as they 
lived together locked in each others 
passionate embrace. For they are 


families in life and in death. And this 
watery grave will cruelly pull down 
over 1,200 of them with its deadly 
fingers. 

Some wonder — Where is God? 
Others curse, many pray. Despair 
and pain are written upon the faces 
of many. Their expressions would 
give the voice to the words applied 
to the Apostle Paul and all those on 
board the ship (Acts 27:20). Who 
when neither sun nor stars appeared 
for many days and no small tempest 
was upon us we finally gave up all 
home of being saved. 

Maybe you have given up hope? 
But Paul said I urge you to keep up 
your courage. How could Paul say 
this? Answer: (Vs 23) An angel of 
God stood beside him. 

That not only infused courage and 
strengthened their flagging spirits, 
but a powerful promise also attended 
his words: There would be no 
loss of life, only the ship would be 
destroyed. 

And this happened just as surely 
as the faithful promise keeping God 
said it would. Many swam, others 
clung to pieces of the ship and so it 
was all escaped safely to land. (Vs 
44) 

They were shipwrecked but they all 
made it (everyone). 

Do you sometimes feel like your 
life is a shipwreck? You are just drift¬ 
ing aimlessly along. You are hang¬ 
ing on to the flimsy pieces of your 
broken dreams. You are bobbing up 
and down with no direction like a 


cork in the ocean of life and you have 
nothing solid under your feet. 

Well, just as surely as the angel of 
the Lord stood beside the Apostle 
Paul He likewise stands beside you. 
And HE will bring you safely to land. 

Upon your death when you cross 
the shore to the other side, He will 
bring you to Himself provided you 
have confessed your sins and you 
have received the free gift of eter¬ 
nal life found in Christ and in Christ 

This is the blessed hope and hope 
keeps you alive. It looks ahead as 
Christ looked beyond the cross to the 
glory that He had previously enjoyed 
with his Father from the beginning. 

When you have given up hope, you 
will not last very long. We all need 
a fresh portion of hope, a fresh infu¬ 
sion of encouragement and an injec¬ 
tion of grace daily. 

Take comfort in this. If you are a 
Christian you will not even be able 
to imagine the joy it will be to one 
day look into the face and the eyes of 
Christ, your Master, your Redeemer, 
and Lord. 

You have Him hug you and to hear 
those most blessed words, “Welcome 
my son, my daughter, enter into the 
joy of the Lord.” 

For me it will and I pray also for 
you that his decision will give hope 
for the hopeless, hope for every situ¬ 
ation in life, hope for the heart. 

And that blessed hope will sustain 
you both now and forever. 

Praise his holy name! 


The War of 1812, however, did get those living in Upper 
and Lower Canada thinking. They started to realize they 
were less North American, or British or French and more 
Canadian. 

It took a few more jolts - the Rebellions of 1837, 
the American Civil War, the Fenian Raids of 1866, an 
indifference in Britain toward its Canadian colonies - 
before Confederation became necessary. 

The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee reminds us of our 
continued link with the Crown. 

Elizabeth II is Queen of Canada as well as Queen of 
the United Kingdom. She is also separately Queen of 
Australia, Queen of New Zealand and queen of other 
former colonies that have evolved into independent 
nations. 

The link for most Canadians is symbolic. It reinforces 
our belief in a parliamentary form of democratic 
government. 

Sometimes we muse about dropping the royal 
connection. We could replace it with a republican style 
of parliamentary government as Ireland, India, and 
South Africa did. 

Few, however, would want to bother with the 
constitutional fuss that would involve. 

You could just see all the provinces and political 
parties jump into the fray with their agendas for changes 
in local powers, the Senate, the courts and so forth. 

The emotional attachment of some to the Crown would 
make for a noisy debate for little reason. 

What’s more on Canada Day, the royal connection 
gives us a little extra flare. 

A bit of national bling, so to speak. 


■readers’views 


The green hypocrisy 

A recent Tribune article was very 
revealing and only proved yet again the 
hypocrisy of those supposed environ¬ 
mentalists trumpeting the wind energy 
industry already fading everywhere else 
worldwide. 

We have a regional mayor celebrating 
Chinese investment in a Niagara Region 
wind tower factory. Does any grown up 
truly believe that China is 'investing' 
in Ontario to benefit Ontarians? They 
‘invest’ with guarantees to recoup their 
money and to realise huge profits, all 
underwritten by your tax dollars, taxes 
you have not yet even started to pay. 

Worldwide every single ’green’ job 
produced has been shown to be at the 
expense of at least one, and up to four 
other manufacturing jobs lost. 


Every single ‘green’ job has also cost 
the taxpayer far more than the job 
income to put it in place. 

Then on an inside story we have 
Suzuki again attacking the Federal 
Government over their oil sands policies 
and any new pipelines to sell Canadian 
oil to the outside world. 

He quotes ‘...selling entire tar sands 
operations and the bitumen to com¬ 
panies owned by a government known 
for its human rights abuses and envi¬ 
ronmental destruction...’ That would be 
China. 

He also bemoans ’... putting people’s 
health at risk...’ and ’... killing birds, cari¬ 
bou and wolves...’ 

Yet he continues to endorse Ontario 
and the McGuinty government’s head¬ 
long dash into wind energy without any 
independent studies being carried out. 


Harper and Big Oil, with Chinese 
investment - Bad! McGuinty and Wind 
Power with Chinese investment - Good! 
Oil pipelines negatively affecting human 
health - Bad! Wind Turbines negatively 
affecting human health - Good! Tar 
sands and killing birds, caribou and 
wolves - Bad! Wind Turbines and killing 
birds and bats - Good! 

Niagara Region are on the brink of 
ensuring their already unsustainable 
deficit gets even worse all at the tax¬ 
payer's expense. If the 250 promised 
jobs ever do materialise they won’t last 
and yet again, you the taxpayer, wifi be 
on the hook to pay for the unsustainable 
promises your incompetent regional 
council have made. 

Andrew Watts 
Wainfleet 


GENERAL NOTICE: The contents of this newspaper are protected by copyright and may be used only for personal, non-commercial 
purposes. All other rights are reserved and commercial use is prohibited. To make any use of this material you must first obtain the 
permission of the owner of the copyright. 

F or furt her information, contact Dave Johnson. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: Copyright in letters and other material submitted to the publisher and accepted for publication remains 
with the author, but the publisher and its licensees may freely reproduce them in print, electronic or other form. 
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■ ECOLOGY: Water quality concerns 


Legislation aims to start a wave of Great Lakes protection 


A drinkable water supply, 
fish you can safely eat and 
swimmable beaches. 

They may seem like fresh¬ 
water basics, but they’ve been 
a challenge for the Great 

With this in mind, provin¬ 
cial Environment Minister 
Jim Bradley introduced leg¬ 
islation this week aimed at a 
cleaner and better-protected 
Great Lakes system. 

The proposed Great Lakes 
Protection Act, if passed, will 
give the environment minister 
authority to establish targets 
and address local issues on 
lake preservation and quality. 

“We in Niagara are prob¬ 
ably the ones of any (areas) 
that would benefit most 
from this,” said Bradley, 
noting Niagara has extensive 
Lake Ontario and Lake Erie 
shorelines. 

ism, drinking, fishing and 
recreation — we benefit 
immensely every time we see 
an improvement to the Great 
Lakes,” he said. 

The MPP for St. Catharines 
said there has been consid¬ 


erable progress cleaning up 
the Great Lakes, but soaring 
populations add to stresses 
along its waterways and water 
sources. 

In its first year, the legisla¬ 
tion would provide $1.5 mil¬ 
lion to set up a Great Lakes 
Community Action Fund to 
help fund modest commu¬ 
nity projects, such as water¬ 
front pick-ups, new water¬ 
front trails and fish habitat 
rehabilitation. 

There will be a Great Lakes 
Guardian Council, which 
will include representatives 
from groups like municipali¬ 
ties, scientists, community 
groups. First Nations people 
and farmers. 

The group will recommend 
priority areas where clean-up 
efforts by governments and 
citizens are badly needed. 

“I think the Guardian 
Council is excellent,’’ Bradley 
said. “It’U have all the min¬ 
isters in the provincial gov¬ 
ernment who would have 
anything to do with these 
waterways, not just the 
Environment Ministry.” 

Mark Mattson, president 
of Lake Ontario Waterkeeper, 
said the legislation’s focus 
comes from community 


outreach, led by the prov¬ 
ince, that consulted many 
groups, including Mattson’s 
environmental charity that is 
dedicated to protecting Lake 
Ontario. 

“The theme was people 
really want to focus on their 
communities,” he said. 

“They want their harbours 
cleaned up, their beaches 
open and clean for swimming 
and they want fish restoration 
for fishing and clean drinking 

“Forty years ago. Lake Erie 
was the metaphor for declin¬ 
ing Great Lakes,” he said, 
adding banning the pesticide 
DDT and enforcing sewage- 
treatment plans went a long 
way to cleaning up the Great 

“Those success stories are 
getting a little old for me," he 


Mattson points to one 
modem-day issue as a grow¬ 
ing problem with beach clo¬ 
sures — heavy rainfall that 
overtaxes sewage-treatment 
plants that in turn pump out 
stormwater and sewage into 
the lakes. 

Mattson said one particular 
regret in Lake Ontario is the 
loss of its commercial fishery, 
which is an issue the other 
great lakes share. 

“Lake Ontario once pro¬ 
vided hundreds of tons of 
food to all our communities,” 
Mattson said. 

One factor in the decline is 
the loss of 60-70% of the lake's 
near-shore fish habitat and 


“For the lOth-greatest 
freshwater lake in the world, 
it’s sort of a sad situation,” 
Mattson said. “Lake Ontario 


lost its mojo.” 

He said there are other 
emerging threats in a lake that 
supplies millions of people 

new chemicals and pharma¬ 
ceutical remnants deposited 
through sewage. 

The legislation — known as 
Bill 100 — returns to the legis¬ 
lature in the fall for a second 
reading and committee work. 
Bradley said he’s confident 
the legislature will approve 
the act, which could be imple¬ 
mented in the fall session. 

In the meantime, the gov¬ 
ernment is also releasing 
a Great Lakes Strategy for 
public comment. 

“It’s all about the sustain¬ 
ability (of these freshwater 
areas),” said St. Catharines 
Mayor Brian McMullan, 
who is also chair of the Great 
Lakes and St Lawrence Cities, 


a binational group working to 
protect and restore the Great 
Lakes and St. Lawrence River. 

People living in these areas 
“want to know at least they 
can drink the water, swim 
in the lake and enjoy recre¬ 
ational activities with their 
family,” McMullan said. 

“To me, it’s not just about 
the economy and the benefits 
that brings, but also quality 
of life. 

“So I really applaud the 
province for taking this 


Great Lakes Swim Guide: 

free app at 

http://bit.ly/SwimGuideApp 
or visit www.theswimguide.org 


Ministry site: 

free app at 
http://bit.ly/LtjEyX 


MURDOCH'S 

Celebrating 53 Years as Tire & Mechanical Experts 


| VALUE ON THE PURCHASE OF 4 TIRES 
| MECHANICAL LABOUR GIFT CERTIFICATE 


TRUST is About Relationships 
& Not Transactions - 


Zlfl SAVE *40 ON A SET OF 4 




MRX PLUS IV 

*’ Ecd l l UI II V 
All Season • 80,000km 



ROAD TOUR 655 

Premium 

All Season • 100.000km 

QREAT VALUE 

REGULAR 


TERRA TRAC A/T 


rw KtCaULAK HttlUt ’03 r, REGULAR PRICE *134 

0303; 0303; 


TIRE SALE - MOW ON - FREE INSTALLATION AND BALANCING 


s 29 95 


*99 


fROW CHECK 

*89” 


Sale Expires: July 31, 2012 


David Barrick 

45 Clarence St. W. Port Colbome • www.vergeinsurance.com 
Auto • Home • Business • Marine • Life • Bonds 


15 Killaly Street w., Port colbome 835-8832 www.murdochstire.ee 
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Port graduate involved in community 


InPort News Staff 
WELLAND - A Port 



Grandparents Dan and but other issues with which it 




| 27 HOLES 

I 631 Lorraine Road 
I Port Colborne, ON 

t Niagara’s Friendliest 
Golf Course” 

. CALL FOR TEE TIMES 

1905 - 835-6864 
1877 - 835-6868 


COUPLES 

SPECIAL 

Every Fri., 

Sat & Sun after 2 

9 HOLES EACH 
SHARED 
RIDING CART & 
A GREAT MEAL 

Valid 2012 season 
www.whiskyrun.com I 



ment: “An excellent role 
model, she empowered her 
peers to take responsibility 
for their health and well-ber- 
ing through the choices thery 
make. One of the healthy 
choices Hannah encour¬ 
ages her peers to make is to 
get involved early and often 
in school and community 
activities. Hannah 'walks the 
talk’ in this regard." 

Fuaco is a parishioner at 
St. Patrick’s Roman Catholic 
Church, where her pastor. 
Rev. Brian Bevan describes 



and Notre Dame graduates, 
Ali Goossen and Lauren 
Mortier. 


The social justice scholar¬ 
ship is awarded annually to 
Catholic students graduating 
from high schools in Welland 
and Pelham. 

Applications are avail¬ 
able at high school guid¬ 
ance offices in early spring. 
Funds for the scholarship 
are generated by Soup’sOn!, 
the soup luncheon held the 
last Friday in January at St. 
Kevin’s Church, Welland. 




Supplied photo 

Hannah Fuaco 

An excellent role model, she empowered her 
peers to take responsibility for their health 
and well-bering through the choices thery make. One 
of the healthy choices Hannah encourages her peers 
to make is to get involved early and often in school 
and community activities.” 

Wendy Davies 



STREET FESTIVAL 
DOWNTOWN FONTHILL 

SATURDAY JULY 21 
10 AM TO MIDNIGHT 

Music on the Pelham Street Main Stage 
til Midnight, Active Zone, Kids Zone, 

Art in the Park, Summerfest Beer 
Pavilion, Street Eats, Buskers, 

Vendor sales and displays. 

4 days of FREE family fun 



THIS YEAR THERE IS MORE! 

1)2012 

.. 

Come Chill on the. 

For a complete list of events visit: 

July 19,20,22 


THURSDAY - 4 PM TO 10 PM 

THE OPENER 

FRIDAY - 4 PM TO 10 PM 

NIAGARA NIGHTS OF ART 
■ PELHAM EDITION, 

, SUNDAY -10 AM TO 2 PM 

COMMUNITY DAY 
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■ BUSINESS: Niagara woman turns hobby into her career 

Fan ramps up for 
bike show debut 


DAN DAKIN 

QMI Agency Niagara 

NIAGARA FALLS — Alexis 
Apolcer used to spend hours 
and hours travelling around 
North America for work. 

Now she spends hours and 
hours behind a desk. But she 
wouldn’t trade it for anything. 

The 30-year-old entrepre¬ 
neur from Port Colborne is the 
woman behind the Niagara 
Motorcycle Show, which will 
make its debut July 20-22 at the 
Scotiabank Convention Centre. 

Apolcer hopes between 
30,000 and 40,000 people show 
up for the inaugural event. 

After taking sales and mar¬ 
keting, as well as radio and 
television in school, Apolcer 
found work in the U.S. in such 
high-profile events such as 
NASCAR races, the Masters and 
the Superbowl. She was also a 


motorcycle fanatic and the host 
of Biker TV, and was recruited 
to rebuild a 1957 Chevy Nomad 
for Snap On Tools. 

But two years ago, Apolcer 
moved back to Niagara and 
watched the Scotiabank 
Convention Centre being built. 
It proved to be inspiring. 

"Doing my own motorcycle 
show was always something 
I wanted to do,” she said. “As 
soon as I saw the (convention 
centre) was being built, I knew 
it would happen and moved 
forward from there.” 

Apolcer says the show will 
start out as three days — plus 
a kickoff party on Queen St. — 
this year, but she wants to see it 
grow to a full week of activities, 
similar to a Daytona Bike Week. 

“There’s really no major 
motorcycle rally in the area 
during the summer, so it makes 
sense,” she said. “You can add 


a lot more outdoor elements 

Hosting an event of that size 
has been a massive amount of 
work for her. 

“This occupies at least 20 
out of 24 hours a day," she said. 
“It's endless. I’ve been working 
on it for a year and a half.” 

Though women make up 
about 30% of the motorcycle 
market, the industry is still 
largely run by men. 

“I don’t ever let it get to me. 
I focus on the positive. I’m 
as much of a motorcyclist as 
any guy," she said. “I don’t 
really pay attention to that 
stereotype.” 

The Niagara Motorcycle 
Show will feature group rides, 
demos, stunt shows, vendors, a 
fashion show, celebrity appear¬ 
ances and other events. For 
more details visit www.niaga- 
ramotorcycleshow.com. 




SAY GOODBYE TO... 
Your Unwanted Hair With 

LASER HAIR REMOVAL 

3 Treatments For Only *99 


Choose one from the following: 


• Upper Lip • Bikini Line 

• Chin • Neck 

• Cheeks • Underarms 

Reg Price $70 • $100 per treatment 

Hair Removal Treatment for the 
top of feet and Toes included 
FREE with each $99 package 


LASIK 


vision> 

L AS i K NIAGARA FALLS 


Director of Aesthetic Services iasikprovision.com 6800 Morrison St. 

Celebrating over 20,000 procedures 905.371.3217 or 1.888.510.2020 



MIKE DIBATTISTA QMI Agency Niagara 

Alexis Apolcer, organizer of the Niagara Motorcycle Show being held at the 
Scotiabank Convention Centre July 20 to 22. 



TOWNSHIP OF WAINFLEET 
NOTICE 

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE NEW COMPREHENSIVE 
ZONING BYLAW AND SITE PLAN CONTROL 
GUIDELINES 

Please be advised that the Township of Wainfleet will 
be holding a public open house meeting on Tuesday, 
July 10, 2012, 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. in the Township 
of Wainfleet Council Chambers, 31940 Highway #3, 
Wainfleet. The purpose of this open house is to present 
the Wainfleet Zoning Bylaw Review - Directions Report 
and seek public input concerning the creation of a New 
Comprehensive Zoning Bylaw and Site Plan Control 
Guidelines. Public input is a critical component of this 
project and will help shape these critical planning 
documents and overall development regulation in the 
Township. All Wainfleet residents, property owners and 
other stakeholders are invited to attend. The Township 
of Wainfleet has retained Sorenson Gravely Lowes 
Planning Associates Inc. Please contact Grant Munday 
at planning@wainfleet.ca or (905) 899-3463, extension 
225 with any questions or concerns. Additional 
information is available at www.wainfleet.ca. 
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■ POINT ABINO LIGHTHOUSE: $1.4-million renovation complete 

Lighthouse a ‘newly frosted cake’ 


MAH DAY 

QMI Agency Niagara 

FORT ERIE — Spiderwebs lined 
the Point Abino Lighthouse for 
decades. 

Some were woven, while others 
appeared as cracks in broken win¬ 
dows of the 95-year-old structure 
that once served as an important 
beacon for mariners travelling the 
treacherous shoals of Lake Erie into 
Buffalo and Port Colbome. 

The concrete was crumbling, the 
crisp white paint had dulled to a 
light shade of grey and rust lined the 
metal railings, pipes and bars. 

That was just over a year ago. 

On Friday, June 8, a plaque dedi- 

more than a year’s work of resto¬ 
ration to the lighthouse, hopefully 
ensuring the historic landmark 
would be able to endure another 
95 years. 

"We were in fear of losing the 
structure without the work,” said 
Sean Hutton, the town’s facility 
manager, of the $1.4-million con¬ 
struction project completed by 
Phoenix Restoration and Taylor 
Hazell Architects Ltd. 

The work included casting, form¬ 
ing and stabilizing the concrete that 
makes up the base of the tower. 

The most visible parts of the res¬ 
toration project include a new coat 
of paint, new windows and doors, 


a restored balcony, and bright, red 
accent paint marking the entrance 
to the light station. 

"In a year from now, or five years, 
or 10 years, the work only would 
have cost more. It really shows, so 
we are encouraging people to come 
down and see it for yourself” Hutton 
said. 

The first guided tour since 2010 
was held one day after the Historic 
Sites and Monuments Board of 
The commemorative plaque was 
unveiled with the help of town 
councillors, MP and Minister of 
Justice Rob Nicholson represent¬ 
ing Environment Minister Peter 
Kent, members of the Point Abino 
Lightstation Preservation Society 
and guests. 

Nicholson said he's a “great sup¬ 
porter” of preserving the nation’s 
historical landmarks. 

“Designating something as a 
national historic site will help pre¬ 
serve and enhance this for many 
years to come. What a great moment 
this is,” he told those in attendance. 
“Lighthouses are an important part 
of the history of this country, but this 
one in particular... is so esthetically 
pleasing among other lighthouses 
across the country.” 

The Tory government funded 
$425,000 of the restoration of the 
lighthouse through the National 
Historic Sites Cost-Sharing program. 
The rest of the cost was picked up by 


the Town of Fort Erie. The selling of 
the lighthouse keeper’s dwelling, 
once listed at $649,000, helped fund 
the project, too. 

“This is tremendous progress. 
To have the outside secure and 
restored is the essential first step to 
the preservation, but work needs 
to be done on the inside now and 
we all have to pull together to make 
that happen,” Nicholson said. 

Charlene Nigh, a volunteer with 
PALPS, said she’s thrilled about 
what’s been done. 

“It’s just like looking at a 
newly frosted cake. We could see 
the beauty even in spite of the 
appearance." 

She said the late classical revival 
style lighthouse now looks like it did 
in 1918. 

The lighthouse was decom¬ 
missioned in 1996 and is owned 
by the town, but access to the site 
is controlled by the Point Abino 
Association. 

Coun. Stephen Passero said he’s 
thankful to the association and 
hopes to work with them for many 
years in strengthening the partner¬ 
ship and making access to foe light¬ 
house easier 

“I think there’s more access than 
people are aware of” added Hutton. 
"Tours run eight times through¬ 
out the year and there’s walk-in 
access almost daily throughout foe 
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Nursery Stock only 
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All Annuals Now on Sale 


Great Selection of 
Summer Perennials 

Renee’s Greenhouses 

&ILANBSCAMNG DESIGN 

700 Forks Rd., Welland • 905-734-1700 • www.reneesgreenhouses.com 
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■ MUSIC: Port Colborne success 


‘We were just really lucky people’ 


ANGELA SCAPPATURA 

QMI Agency Niagara 

For Amy Cole, music 
wasn't something she 
thought she’d do for a living. 

As a kid growing up in 
Port Colborne she took 
piano and voice lessons. She 
was a member of the Wood 
Kids Children’s Choir and 
her high school band. 

But her ambitions lay else¬ 
where. She studied writing 
in university and worked as 
a writer for television. 

Despite that, Cole ended 
up Joining a band after fin¬ 


ishing her studies at Ryerson 
University. 

And now, she’s perform¬ 
ing with The Rural Alberta 
Advantage at one of the 
largest concerts Niagara has 

On Saturday, the folk- 
rock band played at Butler’s 
Barracks as one of the open¬ 
ing acts for The Tragically 
Hip. The band shared the 
stage with a “very, very spe¬ 
cial guest," said Cole, who 
couldn’t elaborate. 

“After I graduated from 
Ryerson I thought I would 
focus on music for a while 


and the band kept build¬ 
ing. We were just really 
lucky people, started to like 
what we were doing and we 
started building a fan base,” 
said Cole, who sings backup 
vocals and plays keyboard 
(among a host of other 
instruments) with the band. 

“I don’t think any of us 
thought we would do this 
for our lives. We just loved 
hanging out and playing 
music together and it just 
grew.” 

That growth has been 
impressive. The band inde¬ 
pendently recorded their 


debut album Hometowns 
in 2008. It was a venture 
the band didn’t expect to 
be heard by many beyond 
friends and family. But soon 
after, they were offered a dis¬ 
tribution deal, then a record 
deal with U.S. label Saddle 
Creek. 

A Canadian deal came 
soon after as did a perfor¬ 
mance at the prestigious 
South By Southwest Festival. 
The band has toured relent¬ 
lessly in North America and 
overseas and received praise 
from Rolling Stone maga¬ 
zine, Pitchfork and the Wall 


Street Journal. 

In 2011, the band released 
their sophomore effort, 
Departing. 

The Rural Alberta 
Advantage, comprising Nils 
Edenloff (lead vocal/guitar), 
Paul Banwatt on drums and 
Cole, met in Toronto and the 
music evolved organically, 
said Cole. 

And her parents, who still 
live in Port Colborne, have 
always supported her work. 
Even when Cole told them 
she planned to quit her job 
to go on tour. 

“Not everyone's parents 


would be supportive but 
they’ve never been anything 
but supportive of me follow¬ 
ing my dreams,” she said. 

And last weekend, another 
dream was made reality. 
Cole described the idea of 
sharing a stage with The Hip 

“Getting to play for The 
Hip, one of the defining 
bands of our youth, is unbe¬ 
lievable,” she said. “I can’t 
wait to see my friends and 
family in Niagara. All three 
of us are excited to be play¬ 
ing this festival. It’s a huge 
opportunity.” 



VANESSA HEINS Supplied Photo 
Paul Banwatt, left, Amy Cole and Nils Edenloff form The Rural Alberta Advantage. The 
band opened for the Tragically Hip at Butler's Barracks last weekend. 


You Really Need Strong Bones 


I t doesn’t matter whether you 
are male or female, as you age, 
your bone density mass (bone 
thickness) naturally decreases. 
Symptoms of deficient bone 
health include poor teeth enamel, 
thinning hair and weak nails. 
It usually is not until a bone is 
fractured, severe back pain or 
poor posture is developed, that 
st people become aware of 
their weakening bone health. 



Throughout life, your bones constantly 
remove old, weakened material and 
add new material in a dynamic process 
called remodelling. Each week your body 
recycles an astonishing 7% of your bone 
mass. This natural rejuvenation process 
requires a range of nutrients to replenish 
the bone material. 

Calcium and Vitamin D have long been 
regarded as vitally important to promote 
stronger, healthier bones, but research 
shows there are other vitamins, minerals 
and nutrients with significant bone¬ 


building properties. 

Healthy Bone Factors contains 
vital hone building minerals 
and nutrients including 
vit amin s B6, B12, Vit amin 
C, D, and K2, plus Folic 
Acid, Zinc, Boron and other 
vital nutrients. And it helps to 
improve new bone formation, 
and it enhances your calcium 
absorption and retention. 
Osteoporosis and weak bones are a major 
health issue. If you are at all concerned 
about your bone health, Healthy Bone 
Factors should be an important addition 
to your daily health program. 

Combined with good nutrition and regular 
weight-bearing exercise, Healthy Bone 
Factors can fortify and strengthen your 
bones for a lifetime. 

For more info about Healthy Bone Factors 
visit Rosemary’s Natural Choices 

Sale... $ 21.49 

Sale ends July 30 M 



PLUS get a FREE cup of coffee too ! Drop by Rosemary's Natural Choices 
and enjoy a cup of organic, fair trade coffee. Our treat! Joe, Brenda, Dalton and 
Susan have been keeping Wellanders healthy for over 17 years. Good health, 
natural remedies, great people and free coffee. It doesn't get a 



NpTucal 

CkoIceS 


95 Lincoln Street (St. Charles Plaza) 
I Block South of Pupos in Welland 
Phone (905) 7M-0586 
www.rosemarysnaturalchoices.com 


Information is provided for reference only. For specific health issues consult your local natural health practitioner. 
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■ COMMUNITY 

Port, YMCA 
ink 20-year 
deal for 
Vale Centre 


VICTORIA GRAY 
InPort News Staff 

PORT COLBORNE — After 
almost a year of meetings with 
the YMCA of Niagara, Port 
Colbome city council has signed 
the dotted line. 

Politicians approved a plan 

able agreement with the YMCA 
to permit the organization to 
manage the “warm side” of 
the Vale Health and Wellness 
Centre. 



“This is not new for the 
YMCA. They have already 
been in Port Colbome for years 


taking advantage of our parks 
and camps, but it gives them 
the opportunity to enhance 
programs they had in our parks 
at die facility while continu¬ 
ing with what they have in the 
parks,” Mayor Vance Badawey 
said in an interview Tuesday 
afternoon. 

The city will run the cold side 
of the facility, which includes 
two NHL-sized ice rinks. 

The YMCA plans to offer 240 
programs for people of all ages 
and income levels. 


Currendy the city only runs 
10 to 12 programs at Centennial 
Pool at a cost of $300,000 ayear. 

The pool money will instead 
go toward subsidizing the 
YMCA’s programs. 

“(The Vale Health and 
Wellness Centre) offers a lot 
more, a second pool that’s more 
therapeutic for seniors with 
arthritis, which we currently 
can’t offer because the water 
is too cold. We offer more, so 
there’s more intake to the facil¬ 
ity and that will bring down 


the subsidy based on usage,” 
Badawey said. 

The wellness centre is to open 
in November. 

Terry Suess, a volunteer 
board member for the YMCA 
who lives in Port Colbome, said 
he is pleased about a finalized 
agreement with the city. 

“(The) long-term agreement 
(will) ultimately position the 
YMCA to strengthen the health 
and wellness of Port Colbome 
individuals and families,” he 
said. 
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■ CHURCHES: Pastoral appointments 


Diocese announces 
clergy moves coming 
to Port, Wainfleet 


InPort News Staff 

PORT COLBORNE - The 
Roman Catholic Diocese of 
St. Catharines has announced 
pastoral appointments affect¬ 
ing several parishes, includ¬ 
ing some in Port Colborne, 
Wainfleet, Welland and 
Pelham. 

Among the changes which 


take effect Aug. 1, are these at 
Port Colborne and Wainfleet 
parishes: 

Rev. Paul McDonald, 
pastor of Paroisse St. Jean- 
de-Brebeuf, Port Colborne, 
Sacre Coeur, Welland, 
Immaculee Conception, St. 
Catharines and Paroisse St. 
Antoine de Padoue, Niagara 
Falls was named rector of the 


Cathedral of St. Catherine 
of Alexandria. He succeeds 
Monsignor Wayne Kirkpatrick 
who will become an auxiliary 
bishop in the Archdiocese of 
Toronto. His episcopal ordi¬ 
nation is on July 25 at the 
Cathedral of St. Catherine of 
Alexandria in St. Catharines; 

Rev. William Derousie, 
pastor of St. Therese parish. 


Port Colborne, was named 
pastor of the four franco¬ 
phone parishes in the dio¬ 
cese, succeding McDonald; 

Rev. Michael Andrysiak, 
pastor of St. Michael’s, 
Dunnville, to St. Therese, Port 
Colborne; 

Rev. Gabriel Dias, new to 
the diocese, to pastor of St. 
Elizabeth, Wainfleet. 
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■inPortbriefs 

WOMAN REPORTS ATTACK 

PORT C0LB0RNE — A 36-year-old woman walking in downtown Port Colborne was attacked from behind early 
Wednesday morning. 

Just after midnight, the victim told Niagara Regional Police, she left a Clarence St. establishment and was 
headed north on King St. In the area of the former Lighthouse Cleaners she said she was overtaken from behind 
and a choke hold was applied to her, causing her to lose consciousness. 

She reported regaining consciousness in a rocky area behind the KFC outlet on King St. She found herself 
accompanied by a male she did not know. She described him as white 25 to 30 years of age, and soft spoken, 
about 5-foot-8, fat, stocky and having a big belly and strong arms. 

Police are interested in speaking with anyone who may be able to assist in the investigation. 
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to Hear Again! 
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A NEW LOOK! 
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VISION & HEARING CARE 

482 STEELE ST PORT COLBORNE 



OPTOMETRIST at 
Portal Village Plaza 
905-834-0532 



■SMALLTOWN GIRL 

Tips on taking 
baby name advice 


\/\l ithin the next decade, teachers are 
V V going to have trouble pronouncing 
the names written on their attendance lists. 

No, the literacy rate in Canada is not 
dropping, and no, there hasn’t been an 
overwhelming increase of immigrants and 
refugees entering the, country. The reason 
why teachers may have difficulty reading 
the names listed on their attendance sheet is 
because there has been a rather unfortunate 
trend sweepingthe nation - the march of 



MichElle PressS 


CANADIAN GIRL, 
ITALIAN LIVING 


of parents at the time of signing the birth 
certificate. 

Children all across Canada are going 
to resent their parents for giving them a 


K's are replacing C’s, silent Z’s are being 
put in unnecessary places, and no one's 
fooling anyone by claiming that it was the 
way their great grandmother—whose 
name was probably something simple like 
Maiy, bythe way—spelled it 

This tragic turn of events is causing 
midwifes everywhere to shake their heads 
in disapproval and neighbours to misspell 
Junior's name on the congratulations card 
thatendswith, “PS: What in the world were 
you thinking?” 

The worst part about this dilemma 

members, because most people do not feel 
comfortable picking up the parents-to-be, 
shaking them, and asking them whether 
or not they've lost their minds, when they 
instead have to stand there with a 

tight smile and bulging eyes and say, 
"What a great choice.” Everyparenthas 
the right to name their child whatever they 
like, but it's important to keep in mind 
howyou would feed if you had a name 
that constantly had to be questioned on its 
spelling, pronunciation, origin, and sanity 


significant when spelled backwards or that 
the “eigh” opposed to the “e" represents 
your psychic abilities in knowing that your 
child is going to grow up to be 
artsy and craft savvy, and therefore would 
appreciate an oddly spelled name. 

What ever happened to names that 
everyone knows howto spell such as Robert 
and Julia? They have seemed to vanish 
within the past, alongwith the rationality of 
pregnant women and dads-to-be. 

It doesn’t mean that you have to give your 
child a name that a million other people in 
this world already have. 

It just means that you shouldn't be 
inspired by Hollywood's hottest couples 
who crown their children with names like 
Apple or Blue Ivy. Taking fashion advice 
from Beyonce? Ok. Taking baby name 
advice from Beyonce? Not ok. 

When it comes to the naming of a baby, 
there is no opinion more important than 
that of the mother and father But there is 
also nothing more embarrassing than being 
named after a piece of fruit 
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■ EDUCATION: More public school closures possible 

Port High subject to review 


SHAWN JEFFORDS 

QMI Agency Niagara 

ST. CATHARINES - District 
School Board of Niagara trust¬ 
ees have agreed on the next 
step in a plan that could see a 
number of elementary schools 
and high schools across the 
region close — including Port 
High. 

Marilyn Hyatt, superinten¬ 
dent of planning, said a revised 
plan, which was approved by 
the board on Tuesday night, 
will address the most pressing 
needs. The board deviated from 
a previously laid out three- 
phased accommodation review 
plan and has instead created 
a hybrid option that will see 
high schools in Port Colbome 
and Fort Erie and elementary 
schools in Lincoln and central 
St Catharines and become the 
subject of three accommoda¬ 
tion reviews in 2012-13. 

"The reason why we did 


phases was so that there would 
be that fluidity,” Hyatt said. “We 
could look at if there were other 


on an ongoing basis, as well 
as other factors that impacted 
on accommodation review 
decisions.” 

The board just finished the 
first phase of its latest facilities 
plan, which saw a Fort Erie and 
South St. Catharines/Thorold 
review take place. In all, 10 
schools will be reviewed when 
the reviews begin this fall. The 
reviews will focus on: 

• Lake Erie corridor: Port 
Colbome, Ridgeway-Crystal 
Beach and Fort Erie secondary 
schools 

• Central St. Catharines: 
Maywood, Memorial and 
Alexandra elementary schools 

• Lincoln: Vineland, Maple 
Grove, Jordan, Campden ele¬ 
mentary schools 

“The schools along that 
(Lake Erie) corridor are all 


older schools with a lot of 
renewal work required,” Hyatt 
said. “Also, their enrolments 
have declined to low 400s. It 
became one of our priorities.” 

She said without a critical 
mass of students, offering a 
variety of programming at the 
right cost becomes difficult. 
The board must use taxpayers’ 
cash responsibly, she said. 

“There needs to be an aware¬ 
ness of the approximately 
10,000 empty pupil spaces that 
we have. This means that there 
is operational funding that is 
going to maintain and operate 
those empty spaces.” 

Hyatt said after the board 
approved the plan Monday, 
notifications were sent out 
to each school community 
Tuesday. The next step will 
be to form volunteer accom¬ 
modation review committees. 
That responsibility will fall to 
DSBN superintendent Cam 
Hathaway, who will replace the 



DAVE JOHNSON Staff Photo 

Port High is one of 10 schools under review by the DSBN for possible closure in the future. 


retiring Hyatt, and oversee the 

Accommodation reviews 
"are a wonderful opportunity 


to re-vitalize education pro¬ 
gramming,” she said. “They 
are always difficult within the 
community, but in the end, 


students always win out I think 
that is the critical factor.” 

see SCHOOL REVIEW | page 14 



PORT COLBORNE 


0 % 4 % 

THE WHOLE FAMILY | ^ 

AND A GREAT CHANCE 
TO WIN! 


contest 



The 2012 Who’s Who section 
ran in our June 28, 2012 edition 
of the Inport News. Pictures of 
our 16 business representatives 
appeared in the paper with only 
15 ads from local businesses. 
Emerald Pines is included in our 
contest for 2012. 

Have Fun & Good Luck! 
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Friday Night is Couples 
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‘Expect change...expect to work together’ 
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■ ROLLER DERBY: Movie prompts Port Colborne women to try fast-paced sport 

‘It was good... addictive’ 


DAVEJOHNSON 
InPort News Staff 

ST. CATHARINES - Brenda 
DeKoe and Erika Tremp 
couldn’t keep smiles off their 
feces after Niagara Roller Girls 
first-ever roller derby recently. 

“Thatwas awesome!" DeKoe, 
a member of the Vineyard 
Vixens, said as she headed to a 
locker room after the game at 
Jack Gatecliff Arena. 


DeKoe, known as Toxic 
Dessert on the rink, had “rink 
rash" on her arm and thigh 
after the Friends and Family 
Feud doubleheader derby, but 
was ready to go again. 

"It was good ... addictive,” 
she said of die experience. 

Despite being all “sweaty and 
gross,” Tremp, known as Ani 
diStrangle, said she couldn’t 
wait for the next derby. 

“This is probably the best 


time I’ve had in a really long 
time, the most fun,” Tremp, 
who also skated for the 
Vineyard Vixens, said. 

The two Port Colborne 
women came to the sport after 
watching the movie Whip It, 
which came out in 2009. The 
movie is about an ex-beauty 
pageant contestant who joins 
a roller derby league. It was 
based on the novel Derby Girl 
written by Shauna Cross, a 


former roller derby competiton 

see ROLLER DERBY | page 16 

Brenda DeKoe, left, and 
Erika Tremp, both from Port 
Colborne, are members of 
the Vineyard Vixens in the 
Niagara Roller Girls League. 
They played their first game 
Saturday night and DeKoe 
was named her team's most 
valuable player. 
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■ ROLLER DERBY 

‘It’s something completely different’ 



DAVE JOHNSON Staff Photo 


Erika Tremp, on the outside of the track, was a jammer for the Vineyard Vixens during their 
game against Maids of the Fist this past Saturday. 


FROM PAGE 15 


“I saw the movie two years 
ago and was hooked. I said, 'I’m 
going to try that” Dekoe said. 

With no league in Niagara 
at the time, she looked to 
Hamilton. 

“I bought all of the gear 
and started to practise,” said 
the 36-year-old who works at 
Putty's 

Asked why she wanted to 
join and play in a roller derby 
league, DeKoe didn’t really 

“I’m not a rough girl. It’s 
something completely differ¬ 
ent. It’s not hockey or soccer,” 
she said. 

Tremp came about the 
sport the same way as DeKoe, 


through the movie Whip It. 

“It was something different 
It’s not a sport we have in Port 
Colbome," she said. 

The 28-year-old chef at 
Cherry Hill Club in Fort Erie 
knew she had to try the sport 
as well. 

Luckily for both women, 
Niagara Roller Girls came along 
in January this year, thanks to 
Jenn Lock and Carla Smith, 
who both competed in a league 
in Hamilton. 

Besides Hamilton there 
are leagues in London, Ont., 
Toronto and many in the 
United States. 

In March the two started 
practising along with other 
women making up the four- 
team league. With practices two 


nights a week, all of the women 
in the league who had never 
been on roller skates before had 
to learn the moves and various 
skills needed for roller derby. 

Roller derby is played on 
an oval track. Two 30-minute 
halves make up the fast-paced 
game consisting of a series 
of Jam, each two minutes in 

At the start of the game, there 
is a pivot, three blockers and 
a jammer from each team. As 
well as setting the pace for the 
game pivots, who wear stripes 
on their helmets, are the last 
line of defence. 

Behind the pivots are the 
blockers who play both offen¬ 
sively and defensively. 

Their job is to help their 


jammer through the pack 
while preventing the opposing 


In roller derby jammers are 
the ones who score points by 
passing through the blockers 
while attempting to take the 
lead position. Jammers wear 


stats on their helmets. 

The game starts when 
the pivots and blockers start 
moving. When the last blocker 
crosses the pivot line, a second 
whistle is blown and the jam¬ 
mers start to skate and fight 
their way through the pack. The 


lead jammer is declared when 
they make it through the pack 
without penalties. Points are 
scored when jammers make it 
through the pack and lap mem¬ 
bers of the opposing team. 

see ROLLER DERBY | page 19 
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with your family on a regular basis 
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NOTICES 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND OTHERS 

All claims against the estate of Constance 
J. Riley, late of the City of Welland, 
Province of Ontario who died on or about 
the 27th day of April, 2012, must be filed 
with the undersigned personal 
representatives on or before the 30th day 
of July, 2012, after which date the estate 
will be distributed having regard only to the 
claims of which the Estate Trustees then 

DATED at Welland, this 29th day of June, 
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ROLLER DERBY 

Competitors looking 
forward to next game 


FROM PAGE 16 DeKoe also wants to ■ 
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Port Colborne Lions Club 

Vnuwu 82nd Annual 

CARNIVAL 


WORLD'S FINEST SHOWS • JULY 4th-8th 


WORLDS FINEST SHOWS 

Ride-Safe Program 

DATES & TIMES 

Wednesday July 4th - 6 pm -11 pm 
Thursday July 5th - 6 pm -11 pm 
Friday July 6th - 6 pm -11 pm 
Saturday July 7th -1 pm -11 pm 
Sunday July 8th -1 pm - 6 pm 


Fish Fry- Friday Night 
Horns from Hell - Saturday Night 
Waffles and Donuts - Every night 
Bingo - Every night 

Main Food Booth - Sausage, Hamburgers, Fries, 
Pizza and Hot Dogs 
Two Crown and Anchor Wheels 
FRIDAY IS WRIST BAND NIGHT $25.00 


1. Nightly draw - Stuffed animal - $500 per night 
Donated by Tuck’s Jewelers and Mid City Auto 

2. G10 Scooter donated by E-Ride Niagara and 
Royal LePage Ltd. 

3. $350 - New York Strip Steaks donated by Joe’s 
Meat & Deli, BBQ - donated by Port Colborne 
Home Hardware 

5.55” Sony Home Theatre System donated by 
Davidson Funeral Homes & Boggio Pharmacy 

6. BMX Bike Draw - donated by Christopher’s Pizza 


LIONS FIELD 



2012 

MUSTANG 

CONVERTIBLE 


Advanced Tickets || Friday Wristbands 



WRISTBAND. 
Must be purchasedjSyJujfi 



WED • THURS • FRI • SAT • SUN 
JULY 4th • 5th • 6th • 7th • 8th 



SATURDAY NIGHT, July 7th 
LIVE BAND 

More Bad News & Horns from Hell 


THE FOOD BANK HAS 
NO FOOD LEFT! 

We Will have drums set-up at the Main Food Booth 
to collect Food Donations 














































